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LICENSING AUTHORITY 
 
The Code of Alabama, 1975, Title 4, Chapter 2, Section 72 as amended, requires that the 
site approval and licensing of airports, restricted landing areas, and other air navigational 
facilities be vested with the Alabama Department of Transportation Aeronautics Bureau. 
 
GENERAL 
 
This booklet contains information on the categories of licenses and the minimum 
requirements for each. This booklet is designed to provide sponsors of proposed landing 
areas guidance on the steps necessary in the State of Alabama to register and license 
these facilities in accordance with State law. 
 
CATEGORIES 
 
Private Use -This type of license requires users of the facility to obtain permission from 
the owner before operating from the site. This permission must be obtained directly from 
the owner and no advertising for use of the facility by the general public is allowed. 
There are several license categories contained within the Private Use category. These 
categories are based on the type of operations being conducted at the facility and are 
restricted to these operations. They are as follows: 
 
(a) Special Event -This type license is issued for specific events that require a license to 
meet local zoning ordinances. This license is not intended to establish a regularly used 
airport and is usually restricted to one type of aircraft with a specific date and time of use 
at a specified site. The use of this type of license must be coordinated with the 
Department in each instance the site 
is to be used. 
 
(b) Special Use -This type of license is issued for a specific type of operation and limited 
to a specific type of aircraft. This type of license is primarily used for aerial application 
or banner towing operations where a permanent site has been constructed but does not 
meet the construction requirements of any other type license. This license is issued to the 
owner of the property where the landing area is situated or a lessee. This license is 
restricted to use by the licensee's aircraft only. The pilots of these aircraft are required to 
be employed by or under direct supervision of the licensee. 
 
(c) Limited Use -This type of license is issued for a specific category of aircraft based on 
the aircraft approach speed. This is the least restrictive type of issued license issued. The 
license is issued for one of two categories: 
 
(I) Category A (Approach speed of less than 30 knots) -To be licensed in this category 
the airport must meet the minimum requirement of a total runway length of 500 feet and 
a-primary surface width of l00 feet. The minimum requirement for the runway width is 
50 feet. 
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(II) Category B (Approach speed of less than 50 knots) -To be licensed in this category 
the airport must meet the minimum requirement of a total runway length of 1000 feet and 
a primary surface width of l00 feet. The minimum requirement for the runway width is 50 
feet. 
 
(III) Any airport issued a limited-use license is required to maintain a clear approach 
slope of 15: 1 within the boundaries of the approach and departure path. The approach 
and departure path shall be centered along the extended runway centerline and will begin 
at the end of the marked runway. The approach and departure path dimensions for this 
type of license are as follows: 
 

INNER WIDTH OUTER WIDTH LENGTH ACREAGE 
100 FEET 300 FEET 750 FEET 3.44 ACRES 

       
Public Use -This type of license is issued to facilities that are open to the general public. 
No restrictions can be placed on operations to or from the site except those neccessary to 
ensure the safety of the users. 
 
Exceptions to Licensing Requirements -The Federal government and persons whose 
facility is used exclusively by the owner and immediate family are exempted from the 
requirement of maintaining an operating license. 
 
GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR SITE SELECTION 
 
The amount of land needed for an airport or heliport must also include the areas 
surrounding the actual landing area which must meet requirements for the removal of 
obstructions. These requirements include land to the sides of the landing area as well as 
the areas used as approach and departure paths. These requirements must be added to the 
amount of land that is necessary to construct the actual runway or helipad. The Inspector 
from the Aeronautics Bureau will assess the land requirements and determine if the type 
facility planned can be constructed at the proposed location. You must receive permission 
from the Aeronautics Bureau prior to construction of any landing area to be used by 
persons other than the owner and immediate family. 
 
All facilities including heliports must provide and maintain an obstruction free approach 
and departure path for aircraft. These paths to and from the landing area are trapezoidal in 
shape and slope up at a ratio of 20: 1 for airports and 8: 1 for heliports. The dimensions 
are as follows: 
 
Public Use - 250 feet in width at the beginning of the approach and 450 feet in width at a 
distance of 1000 feet. This approach starts at the runway end for turf runways and 200 
feet from the runway end for paved runways. 
 
Private Use - The width is the runway width plus 30 feet each side of the marked runway 
boundary. This is a minimum width of 120 feet at the runway end and 320 feet at a 
distance of 1000 feet. 
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR LENGTH AND WIDTH OF 
RUNWAYS 
 
(a) Public Use -To be licensed in a public use category, an airport shall meet without 
exception the minimum standards of a total runway length of 2000 feet and a primary 
surface width of 250 feet. The minimum usable runway width of 60 feet shall be applied 
to hard surface runways and a minimum usable runway width of 60 feet shall be applied 
to turf or sod runways. 
 
 
(b) Private Use -T o be licensed in a private use category, an airport shall meet without 
exception the minimum standards of a total runway length of 1800 feet. The minimum 
usable runway width of 60 feet shall be applied for hard surface runways and a minimum 
usable runway width of 60 feet shall be applied to turf or sod runways. 
 
 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR HELIPORTS 
 
The requirements for heliport construction are contained in the "Heliport Design Guide" 
which is available from the Aeronautics Bureau. The license categories are Public, 
Private and Medical Use. The requirement to receive permission from the Aeronautics 
Bureau prior to construction of any landing area includes heliports. The construction of a 
heliport is based upon the size of the largest helicopter expected to use the facility. 
Usually, a 50 foot by 50 foot pad constructed of 4 inches of concrete will be of adequate 
size to accommodate any helicopter. The exact size and type construction planned must 
be coordinated with the Bureau. 
 
APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
 
(1) Any person desiring to construct a proposed new landing area must first be granted 
permission to do so from the Department of Transportation Aeronautics Bureau. Before 
the Department will consider an application for a proposed new landing area, the 
applicant must receive a determination of no objection from the F AA. To obtain such a 
determination, the applicant must complete and submit F AA Form 7480-1 ("Notice of 
Landing Area Proposal") to the appropriate FAA office. Copies of FAA Form 7480-1 
may be obtained from the Department. 
 
(2) An application to construct a new landing area is initiated by a letter addressed to the 
Director of Transportation at the Department's address. Upon receipt of such letter, the 
Department will furnish the applicant with a booklet entitled "Registration Procedures for 
 
 
 
 











 
persons authorized by the owner, check "private". If the landing and takeoff area 
of the airport is publicly owned and the operator is a non-government entity, then 
check "private use of public lands". If the airport is to be available for use by 
the general public without a requirement for prior approval of the owner or 
operator, then check "public". If necessary, use the reverse side of this form or a 
separate sheet of paper to describe changes or alterations. 
 
Section C -Airport or seaplane base: List VFR airports and heliports within 5NM, 
and IFR airports within 20NM. Heliports: List VFR airports and heliports within 
3NM and IFR airports within 10NM. 
 
Section D -Attach U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle map or equivalent. Plot 
locations of facility to the nearest second, runway alignments, associated  
taxiways or sealane alignments. When appropriate, use city map for heliports. 
 
Section E- List and plot on quadrangle map or equivalent any obstructions within 
3NM of a VFR airport or a seaplane base; 5NM of an IFR airport; or 5,000 feet of 
a heliport. 
 
Section G -List schools, churches and residential communities within 2NM radius 
for airports and within 1 NM radius for heliports List all waste disposal sites within 
a 5NM radius 
 
Section H -Self Explanatory 
 
NOTE. Additional copies of FM Form 7480-1 may be obtained from the nearest 
FM Airports District Office or Regional Office. 
 
Notification to the FAA does not waive the requirements of any other 
government Agency. 
  
 
  
 






